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Daily Bread Soup Kitchen Mission Statement
The mission of Daily Bread Soup Kitchen is to feed the hungry of our community regardless of race, religion or 

ethnicity.  We welcome all volunteers to this service who share an unconditional positive regard for every human 
being.  We provide a safe, respectful, and inviting environment in an atmosphere of hope and dignity.

************************************************************************************************************
    When we walked out of the Soup Kitchen at St. Jude’s Catholic Worker House last July, none of 
the longtime cooks and dishwashers realized that we had served our final meal at the House.  But, 
as most of you know, the Steering Committee of St. Jude’s made the decision to close the soup 
kitchen and concentrate the House’s resources on hospitality and social activism.  This decision 
was made without the consent and against the advice of the many long-time soup kitchen 
volunteers.  It was a decision that left the hungry of the Champaign community without any other 
recourse for a hot noontime meal at a time when the economic situation has increased the number 
of individuals seeking help.
    But we soup kitchen volunteers are a dedicated, determined lot.  Because we believe that the 
Champaign community needs a soup kitchen, we have banded together to form a new soup 
kitchen called Daily Bread Soup Kitchen, Inc.  Today, less than three months later, we have almost 
completed the process of being incorporated as a 501c3 not for profit agency.  Today we diligently 
search for a new permanent home.   And today, and every weekday, we continue our mission of 
feeding the hungry by passing out sack lunches at the facilities of New Covenant Fellowship at 124 
W. White, Champaign.
    New Covenant has been a wonderful partner for Daily Bread. Every day from 10 am to 1 pm, they 
open their kitchen for sandwich making, and every day from 11 to 12:30, they open their foyer to 
provide a place where our guests can find sustenance, fellowship, and a respite from the rainy 
weather.  The first day Daily Bread opened, we passed out 30 sack lunches.  Now we are serving 
around 90 lunches a day and the numbers continue to grow as people find us.  We are seeing 
many old friends and also too many new faces. 
    As winter approaches, we are working with New Covenant on plans to use their facilities to 
expand our services and provide a hot meal to our guests.  We are working with the Champaign 
Public Health Department to determine what needs to be done to bring New Covenant’s kitchen up 
to Public Health standards, and we are optimistic that before the 
snow falls we can once again provide hot meals to the hungry of 
Champaign.
    Leaving St. Jude’s, our home for seventeen years, was wrenching 
for many of us.  But, as the old adage says, ‘if life gives you lemons, 
make lemonade.’  Today we soup kitchen volunteers are busy stirring 
up the lemonade, spreading the peanut butter, and bagging up the 
chips.  But we also, besides being dedicated and determined, are big 
dreamers.  Today, even as we are so grateful to New Covenant for 
taking us in, we dream of a new modern soup kitchen.  
    We have been blessed with tremendous community support, from 
the News Gazette, from the Champaign Police Department, from 
many of you who have been so generous with your contributions.  
After a brainstorming session in which we picked the name Daily 
Bread for our new soup kitchen, Dolores Sofranko said with a wide 
grin:  “Daily Bread, the Soup Kitchen will Rise Again.”
          Indeed, “The Soup Kitchen will Rise Again!”
           Ellen Harms, Newsletter 



Special Thanks for their Generous Donations  
Fred and Nancy Arnold, Doris Barr, Richard and Judy Baylor, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Beiger, Vincent and Alma 
Bellafiore, Stevie and Dick Bennett, Peggy Berger, Roger and Jolene Bowen, Larry and Margaret Brady, Carol 
Breen, William and Deborah Brinkmann, Jill Bullington, Barbara Byers, Charles and Susan Byrd, Roy and Ann 
Campbell, James G Carr, Classic Home Consignment, Judith Conover, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Conry, Violet Cosgrove, 
Susan Crames, Dr. and Mrs. Robert Cranston, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Crawmer, Dr. and Mrs. Michael Day, Donald and 
Rita Dean, John Deponai, Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Deschler, Nancy and Cletus Deters, Betty Early, Charles and 
Ruthann Evans, Payton Ferrier and Kathryn Stahl, Catherine Flood, Barbara K Ford, John and Eva Frayne, Robert 
Fredrick, Carol Garner, Mary Lee Garrison, Joan Gehrke, Dr. Matthew Gibb, Louis and Marian Gionnette, M.A. and 
R.K. Gordon, Jerry and Cathy Gorman, Bob Goss, Helen Grandone, John and Norma Jean Gremer, Phillip and 
Judith Griffith, R.J. and B.J. Grimm, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hagle, Margaret Hansell, C.F. and R.J. Hardig, Mr. and Mrs. 
Steven Harmon, Jim and Ellen Harms, Nancy Hatch, Mary Heaton, Dr. and Mrs. Aldred Heckman, Glenda Henderson, 
Malcolm and Sandra Hill, Suzanne Himes, Peg Hoffman, Robert G. Hoffman, Daniel and Pamela Holmer, Doris 
Howard, Mr. and Mrs. James Imlay, Naomi Jacobson, Gene and Mary Johnson, John M Johnson, Pat Jollliff and 
Nancy Braun, Rea and Mary Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Joy, Dennis and Janet Kane, Michael and Edwina Keefe, 
Robert Kirby, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Klein, Mr. and Mrs. Blair Kling, Mr. and Mrs. James Knoke, Patricia Knowles, Muriel 
Kratz, Barb Kuhl, Wallace and Betty Laberge, Gene Lamb, Thomas Lambirth, Louis and Mary Lariviere, Charles 
Laurent, Fanklin A Lee, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Leffler, Robin Leonard, Susan Leskis, Vera Mainz, Mankin and Pauline 
Mak, Mary Ann Manning, Dr. and Mrs. William Marshall, Miriam Marx, Joseph Matherly, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mayes, Mary 
McGreevy, Rita McMahon, May Lou Menches, Mercy Works, Vern Fein, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Michelson, Mike Ducey, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Milewski, John and Connie Miller, Kathryn Miller, Calvin C Morris, Michelle R Morris, Carollyn and 
Don Mullally, Mr. and Mrs. Dale Nabors, J.K. and Frances Newman, Mary Newman, Rosann Noel, Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Nolan, Dr. and Mrs. Terry Noonan, John and Judith Nowak, Mr. and Mrs. Burks Oakley, Susan and Douglas 
Parrett, Allan and Jan Penwell, Mr. and Mrs. Tony Peressini, Gregory Petry, Scott and Karen Pickard, Carol Pike-
Bergeson, Albert and Elizabeth Place, Mary Kay Pleck, Mr. and Mrs. Keith Pollok, Janet Pope, Richard and Mary Jo 
Porter, Marcella Portewig, David and Barbara Powell, Roger Powell, MD, Terry and Judy Prinn, Paul and Mary 
Quinlan, Carol Rebeiz, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Roberts, Dr. Timothy and Mary Roberts, Mr. and Mrs. John Rollins, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Ross, John and Linda Ross, Patricia Ryan, Joe and Leslie Rydberg, Luanne Schinsel, Catherine 
Schmidt-Jones, Eileen Schroeder, Dr.and Mrs. Robert Scully, Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Sehy, KW Seiling, Virginia 
Skelton, Betty Smelcer, Dolores and Andrew Sofranko, Jean Somers, St. Mary’s Church, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Stanko, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Stanley, Shirley Stillinger, Jack and Gina Stocking, Burton Swanson, Clyde Sweet, Henry 
Szujewski, Susan Timmons, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Tracy, Cathy H Travaglini, Margaret Trippiedi, Thomas and Julia 
Ulen, VFW Ladies Auxiliary, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Walden, Karla Walsh, Mary Walsh, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Walsh, 
Margaret Wash, Mr. and Mrs. Todd Weber, Ruth Weinard, Helen Weinfurter, Westmister Presbyterian Church, Elaine 
Hollenbeck Wheeler, Mr. and Mrs. David Whippo, Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Wickens, Mary Lou and Stan Widloski, 
Gilbert Williamson, Ralph and Greta Wolfe, Marjorie Workman, Joan Zernich, Mr. and Mrs. Chet Zych

Special Thanks for their Generous 
Contributions  

New Covenant Fellowship, St. Vincent De Paul Society, Bill 
Rudolphi, Cliff Maduzia, Dennis Menke, Dan Perrino, St. Matthew 
Church, Central Illinois Produce, Eastern Illinois Food Bank, 
Jerry’s IGA-Kirby, Jerry’s IGA-Roundbarn, Friends Society, Curtis 
Apple Orchard, U of I Pomology, John Hadley, Wesley Graduate 
Group, Diabetes Association, Special Olympics Area 8, Illini U-
Stor-It, Catholic Charities of the Peoria Dioceses.  And anyone 
else we forgot!

Please Join us at our first fund raiser,
 "Let Us Entertain You"

An autumn afternoon of enchanting music and 
luscious desserts 

Sunday, October 25  2:00
Lincolnshire Fields Country Club

produced by Dan Perrino 
featuring 

Rick Murphy, accompanist
Caitlin Caruso Dobbs, vocalist

Annie Rong, violinist
All donations of $35 will go to Daily Bread Soup Kitchen's 

search for a permanent home.
Seating is limited, call by October 21 for reservations

   352-3611, 352-1380, or 352-3964 Questions??  Contact Ellen McDowell, 
President, Daily Bread Steering Committe 356-7101


